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company just as every general had his regiment; and as
the general had his lieutenant-colonel, so each colonel
had his captain-lieutenant taking precedence of all the
other captains. It was this rank that Monk now bore,
and it was one to which great honour and responsibility
were attached. It was in the colonel's company that the
volunteers chiefly chose to trail their pikes, and so great
was the prestige of Lord Yere's regiment, and so popular
the fascinating reprobate who commanded it, that his
company was sometimes half composed of unruly young
gentlemen who had come abroad to see the wars and sow
their wild oats. Thus it was that Monk became per-
sonally acquainted with half the officers who after-
wards distinguished themselves in the coming Civil "Wars,
and not only did he make their acquaintance but he won
their respect as well. It was only by enforcing the
strictest discipline that order could be maintained
amongst such a company. Monk took his profession,
seriously. During his service in Holland he had made
deep study of the military sciences, no doubt in company
with old Henry Hexham, the learned and literary quarter-
master of the regiment. He had no idea of young gentle-
men playing at soldiers and disgracing the name by using
it only as an excuse for every kind of licence. Soldier-
ing under Captain Monk was found to be a very serious
thing. The wildest blades were soon tamed by the im-
passive stare and rough speech of the captain-lieutenant,
young as he still was, and many there were who lived to
thank him long afterwards for the seventy of the lessons
he taught.

Yet he was no mere soldier of the lecture-room and
parade-ground either, for all his science and severity.